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with the Sultan, who sent a splendid cmbassagc to
the prince whom  he  had  been unable to conqticr.
Michael was assured of the pardon and favour of the
august ruler, whose armies he had scattered before
him.    It is interesting to note that he availed himself
of the good offices of the English  Ambassador at
Constantinople in his negotiations with the Sultan.
Michael   had   accomplished  his  great   object   of
freeing his land from the Turkish yoke.    I le now set
to work to realise the grand idea of uniting the whole
Roumanian people in one nation by annexing not
only Moldavia but Transylvania to his own princi-
pality.    For a moment he succeeded in making the
dream of a Daco-Roman realm an accomplished fact,
and his success, temporary though it was, has not-
been without  influence on the Roumanians of our
own time, who look upon him as u the representative
of the national unity."    He first attacked Transyl-
vania, where Sigismund had been succeeded by his
cousin, Cardinal Andrew Bathori, who was ready to
become the vassal  of the Sultan.    A   single battle
placed that country, the u citadel of ancient Dacia,"
in  his  power.     This  decisive  blow  was  struck  at
Schellenberg in 1599.    The cardinal fought at the
head of his troops and hurled the bitterest reproaches
at the enemy, who had so treacherously attacked him.
As he fled from the field, some shepherds fell upon
him and slew him, and Michael entered the Transyl-
vanian capital as a conqueror.    His entry was long
remembered for the kingly pomp which he displayed.
His richly-ornamented scimitar, his costly mantle of
silk and gold, his band of gipsy musicians, and the